The Honorable Dave Freudenthal

Governor, The State of Wyoming

State Capitol, 200 West 24th Street
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0010

Dear Governor Freudenthal:
Thank you for your support of the natural gas and oil industry in Wyoming.  <Company Name> is an independent operator in Wyoming, and we appreciate your leadership in making the state a great place to do business.  
I am concerned, however, that actions by the Department of the Interior are making it more difficult to operate in Wyoming.  It is my understanding that Interior is currently holding approximately $52 million worth of unissued leases in Wyoming dating back to June 2008, with no clear plans for clearing the backlog.  DOI is holding <XX> leases that my company won in 2008.  We have paid $<XXX> for the leases, but DOI’s refusal to issue them means that our capital is being held in a non-productive capacity by the federal government, and we are unable to deliver economic benefit to the State of Wyoming and energy to the American people.

Since the management of federal energy resources has profound implication for the cost of energy, job creation, revenue growth and economic activity, we hope to see DOI take actions to ensure that Wyoming energy producers do have certainty when attempting to develop domestic resources on federal lands.   

Wyoming has managed to stay below the national 10% unemployment rate because of a rich natural resource base including natural gas and oil.  However, 70% of Wyoming’s production is from federal lands.  Actions by DOI to make public lands access more difficult puts at risk jobs and economic development in Wyoming.  

Thank you in advance for delivering this important message to the Department of Interior on behalf of Wyoming’s energy producers, and thank you for your continued support of our industry. 

Sincerely, 

