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“Rezoning” sounds like change. These planning areas have 
experienced oil and natural gas development for decades. 
Further, BLM has no authority to “rezone.” The agency prepares 
land use plans with public participation (including the Wilderness 
Society) pursuant to federal law. NEPA and FLPMA prevent any 
administration from influencing the preparation of these 
documents.

“Wells” were not accelerated. Resources were provided to 
BLM for the preparation of the planning documents pursuant 
to federal law.  A cursory review of  any RMP will explain 
that well proposals are addressed on a site specific basis 
complying with several environmental laws such as National 
Historic Preservation Act, the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water 
Act, the Resource Conservation and Recover Act, the 
Endanger Species Act, Occupational Health and Safety Act, 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation 
and Liability Act, and the Safe Drinking Water Act.

“Environmental protections” were not to “be applied in the 
‘least restrictive’ manner.” Mitigation requirements were to be 
“the least restrictive to accomplish the desired [resource] 
protection.” Instruction Memorandum 2003-233.  This is 
consistent with long-standing departmental policy. See H1601-
1 Land Use Planning Handbook Rel. 1-1667 issued 11/22/00, 
Superceded by Rel. 1-1693, March 11, 2005 (stating that 
leasing stipulations are to be applied in the least restrictive way 
to achieve resource objectives). See also H-1624-1 Planning 
for Fluid Mineral Resources, issued 5/7/90. 

Federal agencies do not have appellate jurisdiction over 
other agencies. However, RMPs can be appealed to the 
Director of BLM.  See 43 CFR 1610.5-2 



Violate its multiple use mandate? Compare 
acres used by oil and gas operations with 
other uses of federal lands: Oil and gas 
operations occupy one-twelfth of the land 
designated as BLM wilderness study areas.  
Source: BLM

Cumulatively, the total number of wells, 
even if developed, will occupy less than 
0.5% of BLM surface lands. Source: BLM 
Since some of these will be on FS or split 
estate lands, the number is reduced 
further.  

Environmentally sensitive top? The 
Roan Plateau has 250 miles of roads 
on top. Source: Roan Plateau Draft 
RMP.  Further, the one-third of the 
top that is privately held is being 
developed for natural gas today.

Guides, not mandates. They’re 
flexible. Source: FLPMA.

Whittled down to 21 plans, barely half of 
which have energy. Seems like a 
balanced approach to land use planning.  
Further, there is no such mandate in the 
National Energy Plan released in May 
2001. 

Oil and gas leases apply to minerals and are 
otherwise open for other uses (camping, 
OHV, hunting, fishing, etc.). The Wilderness 
Society ‘s public statements support this.  

These plans don’t “call” for the 
development. They analyze the impacts of 
potential development.  Source: NEPA, 
FLPMA


